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According to the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and associated 
internatonal frameworks, waste comprises substances or objects 
which are disposed of, intended to be disposed of, or required to be 
disposed of by law. It covers solid, liquid, and gaseous materials 
resultng from producton, daily life, or other actvites. 

Key Aspects of the UNEP Waste Defniton

Acton-Oriented: Waste is defned by its disposal, intended disposal, 
or discard, ofen arising from human actvity (producton, 
consumpton, and daily life).

Exclusions: Generally, this excludes materials that are directly reused 
or recycled at the place of generaton rather than discarded.

Types of Waste Recognized:
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW): Household waste, including waste 
from shops, ofces, and schools.
Hazardous Waste: Materials containing toxic, corrosive, or reactve 
substances (e.g., e-waste containing mercury, lead, or chemicals from 
the Stockholm Conventon).
Special Waste Streams: Including agricultural waste, medical waste 
(e.g., masks, contaminated items), and mining waste.

















Greenhouse gases (GHGs) are gases in Earth's atmosphere that trap heat. They allow sunlight to pass through the atmosphere 
to warm the planet's surface, but they absorb the infrared radiaton (heat) that the Earth tries to radiate back into space. This 
process, known as the greenhouse efect, acts like a thermal blanket or the glass walls of a greenhouse, keeping the Earth 
warm enough to support life. 
Common Greenhouse Gases
Water Vapor : The most abundant natural greenhouse gas; its concentraton increases as the atmosphere warms.
Carbon Dioxide : Released through natural processes like respiraton and volcanic eruptons, but primarily through human 
actvites like burning fossil fuels and deforestaton.
Methane: More potent at trapping heat than , it comes from livestock, rice farming, landflls, and natural gas producton.
Nitrous Oxide: A powerful gas emited from agricultural fertlizers, industrial actvites, and fossil fuel combuston.
Fluorinated Gases: Entrely man-made synthetc gases (like HFCs and PFCs) used in refrigeraton and manufacturing. They have 
extremely high Global Warming Potental (GWP). 





The Conference of the Parties (COP) is the supreme decision-making body of the United Natons Framework 
Conventon on Climate Change (UNFCCC), where natons meet annually to negotate actons to limit global climate 
change. Comprising representatives from all member states, the COP assesses progress and adopts 
binding agreements or policies to combat environmental crises.











THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION…
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